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The Committee welcomes the following 
members to the Club and wish them an enjoyable 
membership. 
Christopher Wilton, Hendryk Struk, Sandy 
Murdoch, Ross Matthews, Tony Brown, Rod 
Drew, Raymond Hawkes, Alasdair MacKinnon-
Love and Tim Schaefer. 
 
 

Please note:  Judith can now be contacted 
on mobile nos. 0408 619 226 or 0418 619 
226 
 
 
 

President’s Report 
Firstly, permit me to tender our apologies for 
the lateness of this issue of Hammers Back, 
but we did purposely delay it as we felt that it 
was important to communicate to you all two 
very important items, one being the results 
from the Vintage Cup Down-Under, and the 
other a Vale for one of our senior members, 
Mr. Fred Shearer.  The Vale was compiled by 

one of Fred’s friends of more than 40 years, 
and is located on page 9 of this issue. 
 
To coin a well used phrase from the Channel 
9 Footy Show, “what a year it has been for 
the Vintager!”  (Or something along those 
lines.)  Still no elusive hammer-ejector, but at 
least we are aware of a couple out there.  We 
would, however, remind you that the trusty 
single barrel Harrington and Richardson 
Model of 1908 does certainly not come 
anywhere within our perception of a hammer-
ejector, although we would reluctantly have 
to agree that it does have both a hammer 
and an ejector. 
 
Our third annual Vintage Cup, conducted at 
the Cranbourne Field and Game Gun Club, 
capped off and finalised our shoot program 
for the year, and as per usual, the weather 
was not at all in our favour.  What was in our 
favour, however, was that instead of rain (as 
per our track record), we experienced hot 
winds and high temperatures.  Be as it may, 
80 nominations were received for the event  
As per usual, the competition was extremely 
strong resulting in count-backs and referee/scorer 
deliberations in all categories to decide the 
various winners.   
The results of the 2003 Vintage Cup Down-Under 
were. 
 
Vintage Cup Perpetual Trophy - Lionel Swift.  
Congratulations and well done, Lionel.  The Cup 
was presented by the previous year’s winner, 
Heath Morris. 
 
Hammer Gun 
1st Hammer Graham Jolly.  Well shot, 
Graham, who travelled a considerable distance in 
hot sticky conditions to be with us. 
2nd Hammer Andrew Creighton 
3rd Hammer Richard Collier 
 
Black Powder 
1st Black Powder Max Lee.  A wise 
choice of the right cartridge suitable for the 
conditions of the day helped Max pull this off.  
2nd Black Powder Alasdair Mac-
Kinnon-Love  
3rd Black Power Richard Collier 
 
 

V I N T A G E R S    N E W S L E T T E R 

Committee Members 
President: 
Peter J Smith Contact No.  0428 332 781 
Vice President: 
Mark Brenton Contact No.  0405 517 501 
Secretary: 
Judith Kent Contact No.  0408 619 226 
Treasurer: 
Judith Kent Contact No. 0408 619 226 
Committee: 
Russell Pearson Contact No. 0418 580 991 
Phillip Taylor Contact No.  0417 400 411 

 
Fax No.:  (03) 9572 0069 

 
Email Address: judithk@bigpond.com 

 
Postal Address: The Secretary 
 PO Box 269 
 Carnegie   Vic   3163 

 
All correspondence must be addressed to the 

Secretary.  No responsibility will be taken 
should it be handled by any other person.
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Ladies 
1st Ladies Jean Baulch.  Jean is a 
delightful young school girl who shot 
brilliantly with her fathers Holland and 
Holland Paradox.  Her ability to religiously hit 
those testing tower out-goers was inspiring 
and a delight to watch.  Out shot her father, 
Alex, and her brother, Gordon.  (Sorry, 
fellas!) 
 
2nd Ladies Malinda Mc Donald 
3rd Ladies Heather Forrest 
 
Encouragement Awards were given to 
Darrel Douglas, Gordon Baulch (junior), Paul 
Holt, Sandy Robinson (junior) 
 
Burkie Award  Len Box 
 
Best Gun Perpetual Trophy Alan 
Simpson.   
Presented by Wendy and Richard Chilvers 
(the widow and son of the late Ed Chilvers).  
Ed was the inaugural winner of this prize and 
the Chilvers family has generously donated a 
perpetual trophy in his memory. 
 
A.V. Schembri Memorial Trophy for the 
Vintagers Sportsperson of the Year Rod 
Pratt 
This was the first year that trophy was 
awarded.  It was presented by Paul and Sue 
Schembri in memory of Paul’s late father, 
who was a recognised sportsman, shot-
gunner, and dog handler.  Awarded on the 
basis of the best all round Club person who 
displayed Club spirit, dress, courtesy, safety, 
and an appreciation of fine sporting guns.  
Well done, Rod. 
 
Best Dressed Peter J Smith (had to win 
something sooner or later!) 
 
In closing this report, and on behalf of the 
Committee of Management I would like to 
wish you all a safe and Merry Xmas, and a 
prosperous New Year.  We anticipate 
conducting our next shoot in late February 
2004. 
 
 
 

Holland and Holland Luncheon 
By Peter J Smith 
Russell Wilkin, the Technical Director-
Gunmaking for Holland & Holland, of London 
was the guest speaker at the third annual 
and ever popular Holland and Holland 
luncheon, organised and co-ordinated on 

Holland’s behalf by our Secretary/Treasurer, 
Judith Kent. 
This was the largest luncheon gathering yet 
in the three years since its inception.  
Previously there had been 47, then 77 
attendees, and on this occasion there was a 
record 90 attendees.  Whilst the majority 
were members of the Vintagers, there was a 
strong representation from other well 
recognised organizations, such as the SSAA. 
Big Game Rife Club, and Field and Game 
Australia Inc.  Russell spoke at length on a 
variety of interesting (“what to look for when 
buying a used gun”) and sometimes 
controversial (“steel shot update”) topics.  
Following his talk, Russell fielded several 
questions from the floor. 
 
The superb Port Phillip Bay view location, at 
Riva, St. Kilda, complimented the occasion, 
not forgetting the well prepared meal, the 
drink service, and an abundance of easy 
parking. 
 
We trust that the luncheon will be a regular 
feature of Holland’s pilgrimage down-under. 
 
 
 

Geelong Shoot, 5th October. 
 
As an appropriate follow on to the Holland 
luncheon of 3rd October, the Vintagers 
conducted a 50 target novelty sporting event 
at the picturesque Geelong Gun Club.  Such 
was to popularity of the shoot, together with 
the fact that Russell Wilkin from Holland and 
Holland would be the celebrity guest, 82 
nominations (that’s right, 82) were squadded, 
all side-by-side sporting guns, of course.  The 
nuisance occasional but heavy rain showers 
did not seem to dampen the spirits of those 
shooting, the non-shooting partners, and the 
crowds of curious on-lookers.  It is the 
spectacular sight and noise associated with a 
100+ year side-by-side black powder gun 
breaking clays that is certainly a draw card. 
 
The Western Districts from where several of 
those in attendance had travelled, always 
seems to bring out some exciting finds.  A 
hammered Boss, a BLE by John Wilkes, a 
BLE by Dixon, and a BLE Greener marked 
“Special Grade” quickly come to mind. 
 
The Geelong Gun Club target committee had 
set up several exciting layouts to compliment 
and tune the more open choked game guns, 
and these proved extremely popular.  We 
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sincerely thank the Geelong Gun Club 
Management Committee, especially their 
Secretary Ron Green, and the ladies in the 
canteen, for dedicating their time to ensure 
the success of the day, which will long be 
remembered. 
 
 

Vintager Cup Down Under 
The Best Gun – Wm. Powell No. 8373 
By Alan Simpson 
 
Powell Bar-in-Wood. 
The gun was ordered in January 1887 as one 
of four Hammer guns ordered for stock by 
Powell’s Melbourne agent William Sayers.  It 
cost 35 pounds and is described in the order 
book as, 1 Best Hammer Gun with Whitworth 
Steel barrels 30+ 12, both full choke, 2¾ inch 
cartridges, our No. 1 Patent Action [this is the 
lift up top-level style] and strikers, rebounding 
locks.  Half Pistol Grip, handsome stock and 
in black leather case with nickel fittings. 
 
It is still just as described and is in fine 
original condition with a spare set of springs 
numbered to the gun and a full set of period 
accessories.   
 
Of further interest, is the gun’s previous 
owner as it was the property of Sir Norman 
Brookes, arguably Australia’s most influential 
tennis player.  Brookes was the first 
Australian to win Wimbledon in 1907, winning 
both singles and doubles a feat he repeated 
in 1914.  He was also a member of 6 winning 
Davis Cup teams and was a long serving 
President of the Lawn Tennis Association of 
Australia.  He was knighted in 1939. 
 
A nice touch was to be able to use this man’s 
gun on the day that the Davis Cup final was 
being decided in Melbourne. 
 

Insurance update 
 
To date all the Vintagers shoots have been 
conducted at well recognised gun clubs, and 
our Club, has been covered under the host 
Club’s respective insurance plans. 

However, we now consider that due to the 
ever changing laws and interpretation of 
insurance cover etc we should also seriously 
look at insuring our club/members in our own 
right.   

In doing so, we believe we may (repeat, 
“may”) have to increase our membership fees 
by say as much as $10, to $30 per annum, 
effective from 1st July 2004, so as to fund the 
expected quote from an Insurance provider of 
around $2000 per annum.  Whilst this 
possible (repeat “possible”) increase in our 
annual membership fee structure may seem 
high on the surface to some, please bear in 
mind that the possible increased 
membership fee applicable to our Club will 
still be one of the lowest of all the shooting 
Clubs in Victoria.  Together with this, our 
Club has interim approval as being a 
recognised Club by the Victoria Police 
Licensing Services Branch.  This provides 
members with a genuine reason for 
licence renewal and/or category B permit 
applications. 
 
Judith, our Secretary/Treasurer, who works in 
the Insurance industry (yes, Judith does have 
a full time job, as well as being the 
Secretary/Treasurer of the Vintagers, a 
Director of the SSAA (Vic) Ltd, designated 
referee at World Olympic Discipline clay 
target events), is presently negotiating with 
agencies so as to ensure that we receive the 
most appropriate quote on a cost effective 
basis, for referral to our Committee of 
Management. 

We are confident that you will all agree that a 
precise and adequate insurance cover is 
mandatory in this day and age. 
 
 

Annual General Meeting update 
On Wednesday 29th October 2003, the third 
AGM of the Club was held at the Eley Park 
Community Centre in Blackburn. 

It was conducted in a relatively relaxed 
atmosphere, with the Committee of 
Management being re-elected unopposed to 
the previous positions that they held since 
inception. 
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Whilst only a small number of members 
attended, it did produce some constructive 
ideas and proposals for consideration in 
relation to Club merchandise (ties/shirts), 
alternative shoot locations (Greenvale), and 
the well overdue rifle shoot (location and 
guidelines). 

A copy of the Club Income and Expenditure 
Statement for the 12 months to 30th June 
2003 is contained within this newsletter for 
your perusal (see page 8).  The “bottom line” 
is that the Club is operating successfully 
resulting in a Net Surplus of $5,633 for the 
year, and reflects a sound financial position. 

This result could not have been achieved 
without the strong support from you, the 
members, the dedicated and hard working 
committee of management, and the loyal and 
generous sponsors of the raffles and prizes. 
 
 
 

A Sacred Site Desecrated (but 
fortunately recorded in Literature) 
By Lionel Swift 
 
Years ago in my childhood dreamtime one of 
the nicest regular trips my mother, and 
occasionally my father, would take me on a 
visit to the Museum of Victoria. 
In the 1930’s, and up to recent decades, this 
delightful old building on the corner of 
Swanston and Latrobe Streets was actually 
the Public Library, but also housed our Art 
Gallery and Museum.  In my pre-school and 
State (“Primary”) School years only the 
Museum part interested me.  From the age of 
about three years, when asked ‘where would 
I like to go” my answer was always the same:  
“The Museum!” 

And of all that collection of many interesting 
things, the galleries I sought time after time 
were those of the “Technological Museum” in 
The Museum of Applied Science. 

These galleries housed wonderful working 
models of mines, steam engines and motor 
cars.  But the best of all were the display 
cases full of firearms, there were hundreds of 
them and they were all on view.  Indeed there 
were eventually, by 1943 precisely 482 of 
them, as I later found out in my teens when I 
bought a book called “Catalogue of Collection 
of Firearms” by E.H. Penrose, published by 
the Museum of Applied Science of Victoria.  I 
still have this book, and read it recently after 
a visit to the new Museum in Carlton next to 

the Imax Theatre and original Exhibition 
Building. 

Coincidently, this new museum covers part of 
the old site of our Victorian Aquarium.  The 
displays I liked most in the aquarium were 
decidedly non-fishy: a Kelly gang suit of 
armour, and an authentic Cobb and Co 
coach.  (I have never found out why they 
were there rather than at the museum, but 
there they certainly were. 

This old building, burnt down decades ago, 
was my second favourite visiting place – or 
sacred site as I would say had I not the 
misfortune to be of Anglo Saxon heritage. 

A Short Digression 

You all know Anglo Saxons, they’re the first 
multi-cultural people, and still the most multi-
cultural people on earth.  They evolved from 
a race of little people living primitively in 
caves, gorse and heather, who were 
subsequently screwed (read interbred if you 
will) by Italians, (then called Romans) 
Scandinavians, and finally Frenchmen (how 
did we avoid the arrogance??). 

Ironically Anglo Saxons descendants now 
living in the Land of Oz are accused of not 
wanting multi-culturism.  Not wanting it be 
damned!  We invented it, suffered from it for 
many centuries, and then moved on, finally 
nurturing some pride in our unique heritage.  
The same sort of pride now only officially 
encouraged, strangely, in every culture 
except Anglo Saxon! 

Back to the New Museum 

I had heard from many sources that this new 
display left a lot to be desired.  Being of open 
mind I visited it myself, in the company of my 
first wife, Phyllis (she will retain that status 
while she continues to behave – and 
misbehave – appropriately). 

Readers, I regret to inform that the rumours 
were not only true, but conservative in their 
adverse criticism.  There are four areas of 
nightmare in this ‘finished’ project. 

1. Now my visit took place, I understand, 
after a reduction fo the space devoted to 
exhibits promoting black indigenous 
history, and free admission was granted 
to “Seniors”, even including white Anglo 
Saxons.  If this is so, I’m pleased only 
that I delayed my visit, as there is still a 
bias towards aboriginal history (and my 
second favourite place in the old 
museum was the aboriginal section, I 
loved the canoes, the spears and other 
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violent weapons, and the dioramas which 
depicted hunting native animals as very 
acceptable, so long as they weren’t killed 
too quickly with modern weapons). 

2. The next negative aspect which overtook 
me was that this huge building was a 
monument to architectural ego.  The 
ceiling heights are grotesquely cathedral-
like, there are almost no mezzanine 
floors or upper galleries which make real 
use o this space.  Yes, some upper 
galleries do exist, but they are totally 
inefficient space wise, and so much of 
wonderful material displayed in the old 
much-too-small-museum has been 
confined to storage. 

Paradoxically one of the major reasons 
for building a new museum was to 
display more exhibits, but mush less 
seems to be on show. 

3. There is a strange and alarming similarity 
between this new Politically Correct 
edifice, and it’s sister building in 
Canberra, our new National Museum.  
Strange and alarming, but not surprising, 
of course, as any educational institute 
these days must have an anti-gun 
flavour. 

By some error there are a couple of 
historic guns on display in the Canberra 
building, but this aberration has been 
assiduously avoided here in Brackstown. 

4. The crux of the matter to me, and all 
lovers of firearm history, there is no 
display of firearms.  Modern children will 
believe, and are no doubt intended to 
believe, that firearms never existed, or if 
they did, they played no part in our 
history! 

I now realise the importance of my copy of 
the original catalogue of firearms.  If these 
482 firearms have been destroyed, sold 
overseas, or are merely being kept hidden in 
storage, at least we can know what we once 
had. 

The book records that an incredibly large 
number of pieces were donated by one man 
in 1943 from his comprehensive collection.  
He was a Mr W.E.J.Cole of Frankston. 

It necessarily follows that my first visits in the 
late thirties, were to a much smaller collection 
than later recorded, but the museum no 
doubt displayed all they then had.  Later, 
after this large donation they obviously 
extended the display. 

Of those early pieces I recall, my favourites 
were several huge punt guns – mounted high 
on the wall, too large for a display case; a 
‘walking stick’ poachers .410 shotgun, and 
several Middle Eastern or Indian matchlocks 
and/or flintlocks with mother of pearl inlays 
garishly decorating the butts. 

One of the very interesting pieces described 
in the Catalogue is a: “Westley Richards 
double rifle, of 1859 having ‘the monkey tail 
sliding action’ with the vertical sliding block.  
It has an aperture sight; a steel ramrod; a 
barley corn foresight, and is of .45 calibre 
with 8 octagonal grooves”. 

Although I’m unsure of some of these terms, I 
admire the knowledge of the author, Edward 
Howard Penrose.  Of course he had the 
advantage denied us, of seeing the guns on 
display.  Both the author, and the major 
donor, as well as the many other individual 
donors, must be turning in their graves at the 
desecration – or should we simply call it 
‘Brackism’? – wrought on these valuable 
historical artefacts. 

We often hear of foreign tyrants destroying 
their country’s heritage collections (Iraq and 
Saddam Hussein is perhaps the latest 
example) but there is a deathly silence about 
this catastrophe much closer to home. 

The book has an excellent reference on 
pages 147 – 151 titled ‘Notable Gun Dates’, 
quoted from “A History of Firearms” by Major 
H.B.C.Pollard, which I in turn quote for 
reader’s information.  Of particular interest in 
this list is the reference to original double 
barrel shotguns being ‘over and under’ 
configuration, with the a revolving barrel 
action (1760). 

Regrettably, no reference is made later to the 
first ‘double’ cap lock muzzle loaders having 
a single barrel with two locks, and two 
charges, one in front of the other.  The front 
lock was strongly recommended to be used 
first, of course. 
 
 

A Very Brief Overview of the History of 
Holland and Holland 
 
The origin of the firm can be traced back to 
1835, when a certain Harris J, Holland 
established the business at 9 King Street.   

Ironically, we are led to understand that 
Harris was apparently not a gun-maker, but a 
well recognised sportsman who had 
established a reputation as being a fine shot.  
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(A comparison can be drawn in this regard 
with Mick Smith of Sydney, who was a hair 
dresser, and Donald MacIntosh of 
Melbourne).  This was contrary to the few 
individuals who became established in the 
West End London gun trade of the period, 
and had worked at one time for what is 
referred to as the “royal gun-makers” (John 
and Joseph Manton, Durs and Joseph Egg -
specialists in the building of best only guns 
for the sporting fraternity).  Harris was in fact, 
a tobacconist, with a sound knowledge and 
an affinity for the trading of fine guns. 

Guns bearing the Holland name were built by 
the London trade, and the trade directory of 
1848 records Harris as being both a 
tobacconist and a gun-maker. 

In 1860 Harris decided to employ an 
apprentice; it just happened to be his 15 year 
old nephew, Henry.  The apprenticeship 
period was for 7 years.  In 1867 the business 
relocated to what was regarded as a more 
fashionable and prestigious address, 98 New 
Bond Street.  Continued expansion of a 
prospering business saw the firm 
restructured and becoming Holland and 
Holland in 1876, and its entry in the London 
rifle trials of 1883, in which it succeeded in 
taking all prizes from rook rifle to 4 bore, 
gave it the well deserved reputation and 
publicity as being a successful leader in the 
field of London gun-making.  In 1885 the firm 
became known as Holland and Holland Ltd., 
and registered the name “Royal”, which was 
used to describe its best quality shotguns 
and rifles.  
Unlike many of the more conservative 
London makers, Holland’s were considerably 
innovative, to which a considerable number 
of patents attest.  Two of these would 
probably be the patents for the “Detachable 
Lock” in 1908, and the “Self-opening 
Mechanism” in 1922.  More change of 
addresses followed; in 1967 to 13 Bruton 
Street and then to 33 Bruton Street. 

So there you have a very brief summary what 
can generally be referred to as “survival of 
the fittest”.  Overcoming the effects of two 
world wars, Holland’s have gone throughout 
its long history to establish an envious 
reputation for the building of an amazing 
range of guns, which include the richly 
decorated arms custom built for Royalty, 
massive punt and dangerous game guns, 
apart from the interesting duplex choke 
Zeppelin guns purpose built for the First 
World War. 

Our Club is indeed fortunate enough to have 
members with a small representation of 
Holland guns in occasional use, from the SLE 
Royals, to the mid-1860’s pin-fire. 

I am sure that Club members eagerly await 
the launching of the book by Donald Dallas 
on the detailed history and development of 
Holland’s, to compliment the other essential 
reference and readings of Purdey, Greener, 
Boss, Churchill, and other well recognised 
makers.  
 
 

Damascus Barrels 
 
I’m often asked about the lace-like attractive 
patterns of Damascus barrels, which are 
always conversation pieces at our shoots.  
“What are they?”, “How are they made?”, and 
so on.  With this in mind I’ll endeavour to 
explain them for you.  Please note that far 
more experienced and/or educated people 
have written on Damascus barrels; the 
following being simply my understanding. 

“What is Damascus?”  This is simply a 
general term for the mixture of iron and steel, 
which has been alloyed, and subsequently 
worked into decorative patterns resulting 
from the respective colourings associated 
with the two metals. 

“Are there different types of Damascus?”   
There are two recognised types of 
Damascus. 

The first is what is known as Crucible 
Damascus, obtained by melting together iron 
and steel.  (Crucible is the name of a vessel 
in which metals can be fused).  Its origin 
goes back to the early sword makers of 
Damascus, Syria, in Western Europe.  
Quality Damascus has malleability and is 
extremely ductile.  Once tempered it acquires 
such strength and flexibility that a sword 
made from it can be bent into a circle yet 
spring back straight and true.  The secret of 
the craft was preserved for centuries, until 
discovered by the chemists and metallurgists 
of the early 18th century..  

The outstanding feature of this type of 
Damascus is the fine “watered” design that it 
produced.  After being used for centuries to 
manufacture edged weapons, it was found to 
be suitable for the production of barrels.  You 
probably will not come across barrels of this 
type at our shoots, unless someone brings 
along a fine Miquelet-lock weapon with 
Spanish or Middle East origins.  
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The second type is known as Twisted 
Damascus, and as the name implies, is 
produced by the welding and torsion of iron 
and steel.  Growing in popularity, it was 
universally adopted for shot-gun barrels 
throughout continental Europe in the 18th 
century. 

“Are Damascus Barrels still produced 
commercially?”  The short answer is, no.  
We are led to understand the W.W. Greener 
was the last of the British Damascus barrel 
manufacturers, when the firm ceased forging 
them in 1903.  Barrels continued to be forged 
in this manner by the Liege (Belgium) barrel 
makers until around 1930. 

“How were Damascus barrels made?”  
Well, to say the least, it was extremely labour 
intensive.  The very first step of the operation 
was to make a billet, built up with strips and 
bars of iron and steel in a variety of 
combinations, the arrangement of which 
would control the eventual pattern.  
Proportions were usually 60% iron to 40% 
steel.  The billet was secured and then 
placed in a furnace to heat weld the 
composition of the metals.  Once welded, the 
billet was passed through a rolling mill, which 
reduced it to square rods, around 5 feet in 
length and around a half inch wide. 
The next stage of the preparation was to twist 
the rods.  This required bringing each rod to 
white heat, then fixing one end to a bench 
before being twisted about its own axis.  The 
maker undertaking this aspect had to ensure 
accuracy in the number of twists, which could 
be up to 500 twists to the running yard.  The 
number of twists had to be accurate so as to 
ensure a regular pattern. 

Once all the rods had been twisted, from two 
to six rods were selected depending on the 
pattern required.  The selection was bunched 
together, heated and welded by hammering 
to form a single ribbon, uniform in width, but 
diminishing gradually in thickness to 
compensate for the differences in thickness 
between the breech and muzzle.  The formed 
ribbon was again heated and then wound 
spirally on a mandrel.  Several ribbons were 
required to manufacture one roughed-out 
barrel.  The roughed-out barrel was brought 
to white heat and then hammered with 
controlled speed and intensity on an anvil 
whose surface was cut with semi-circular 
grooves.  A mandrel was inserted and 
removed from the barrel at each heating and 
hammering, and the spiral joints were 
consequently welded over.  The barrel, 
hammered and welded, was now ready for 

boring to the correct gauge, chambering, 
straightening, (a delicate operation 
undertaken with the hammer and/or press), 
grinding, and browning.  Once completed, the 
blank barrel(s) was delivered to the gun-
maker, who undertook the welding of 
additional metal into the breech for lugs and 
locks, rib laying, and a final browning. 

Time consuming to say the least! 

Sounds easy?  No way!!!  The next occasion 
when you have some quiet moments to 
spare, get hold of two different colours of 
plasticine or similar play material, and try 
your skill at “forging” a Damascus barrel.  
You will need plenty of patience.   

Good luck!!!  I look forward to viewing your 
prototype plasticine barrel at our next shoot. 
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        Income and Expenditure Statement for the Year to 30th June 2003  
       
       

Last Year  INCOME  This Year  Variance 
40.00  Cash on Hand 1/07/02  0.00  -40

2682.99  Net Surplus brought forward  4911.10  2,228
1240.00  Members Subscriptions Annual  1565.00  325
1555.00  Members Prepaid Subscriptions  1250.00  -305
1781.00  Nominations  849.00  -932
1830.00  Raffle Proceeds   1439.10  -391

2.64  Bank Interest  8.84  6
2100.00  Holland Lunch  75 x $28    -2,100

6.00  Advertising Revenue    -6
865.00  Badges  750.00  -115
461.00  Cartridges  776.00  315

$12,563.63  Total Income  $11,549.04  -1,015
       
  EXPENDITURE     

66.53  Bank Fees and Permit Fees 29.75   -37
33.00  Lodgement Fee Annual Stat. 33.00   0

1542.63  Shoot Lunches 663.71   -879
1925.00  Holland Lunch 77 x $25    -1,925

60.00  Gifts and Donations 500.00   440
0.00  CFCV Membership 250.00   250

504.37  Photocopying/Newsletter 912.44   408
102.50  Equipment/ Hall Hire 44.00   -59

65.07  Newspaper insertions    -65
471.54  Stationery 858.59   387

  Opening stock Badges 253.00   253
789.25  Badges 316.25   -473

-253.00  Less Closing stock Badges -246.40   7
  Opening stock cartridges 195.00   195

542.00  Cartridges 413.90   -128
-195.00  Less Closing stock Cartridges -140.00   55

41.04  Flash Clay Targets    -41
99.00  Website Registration 55.00   -44

300.00  Trappers    -300
  Ground Fees 150.00   150
  Steel Posts and Token Coins 80.00   80

60.00  Bunting    -60
209.50  Prizes/Trophies and Engraving 483.75   274
110.50  Esky and Water Cooler    -111

22.00  Clay Counter    -22
200.00  Trailer    -200
200.00  Club Banner/Signwriting    -200
756.60  Postage 1063.49   307

$7,652.53  Total Expenditure   $5,915.48  -1,737
$4,911.10  Net Surplus  $5,633.56  722

$12,563.63    $11,549.04   
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Ideal Christmas Presents – 
suggest you show this to your 

wife/partner 
 
Books in Stock in Melbourne from Fieldsport 
Books – a great Christmas Present for the 
Vintager Shooter! 
 
At Vintager Discount Prices: 
 
Art of Gun Engraving  $45.00 
Big Shots $70.00 
Birds, Boots, Barrels $55.00 
British Gun Engraving $125.00 
Browning Superposed $90.00 
Don’t Shoot the Decoys $40.00 
Gun and its Development $35.00 
House of Churchill $130.00 
Lebeau-Courally ** $175.00 
Lock, Stock, Barrel $45.00 
Mad Dogs/Englishman $50.00 
Modern Shotgun Vol. 3 (S/H) $80.00 
Modern Shotguns and Loads $50.00 
More Shotguns and Shooting $50.00 
Poachers Cookbook $35.00 
Purdey (signed Limited Edition) $180.00 
Sharpshooting for Sport and War $50.00 
Shooting Field $75.00 
Shooting Types $55.00 
Shotguns and Shooting $50.00 
Story of the Sporting Gun $60.00 
World of Beretta $120.00 
 
Video – Art of Shooting Flying $65.00 
Video – Comfortable Shooter $25.00 
 
** Slightly damaged RRP $225 
 
If you have any queries in regards to the above or 
wish to purchase, please call Peter (0428 332 
781) or Judith after hours (0408 619 226). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo taken at Vintagers Shoot, 
Geelong Clay Target Club – 18/8/2002 

 
Fred will be sadly missed by those who knew him. 
 

 

Vale 
Frederic A Shearer 

(Fred) 
10/7/1929 – 10/11/2003 

Greater love of Firearms has no man 
 
Fred served his time as apprentice 
Gunsmith under the guidance of Charlie 
Mews in Melbourne, his whole working 
life (apart from a short stint on the 
Snowy Mountain Scheme) was spent in 
the Gun trade in Melbourne with Mews, 
Evans & Balfour, Hartley’s, Shooters 
Supplies and in Hobart with Bridges 
Bros. to name a few. 
After his return to Melbourne from 
Tasmania, circa 1964, Fred and his wife 
Helen started the business in Glenferrie 
Rd. Malvern where he remained until 
retirement, sold up and moved to East 
Bentleigh.  Fred was a fine shot both in 
competition and in the field, with his 
favourite shotgun, the Remington 870 
pump, he had few – if any peers. 
Fred was involved with many clubs and 
organizations, including Vintagers, 
Metropolitan Gun Club, Antique 
Collectors Guild, his great loves were 
Helen, Firearms, Aircraft, Quail 
Shooting, good food and red wine, 
Collecting books, the History of the 
Wars involving Australians. 
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New !  Simple!  Radical! 
Unique!  Low Cost! Suits 
O/U & SxS, and all other 

shotguns.  
(Also suits all non-scoped rifles.)  

Designed and made in Australia. 

Swift 

”Gundom”® 

Gun cover 
Gun c 

(Condoms for guns!) 

o Can be used with your shotgun open 
or closed - yes, it’s that radical! 

 
 Protects the barrels & action from rain, moisture, dust, 

etc; 
 Suitable for clay target or field use; 
 Quickly applied and removed; 
 Totally transparent, revealing empty breech for safety; 
 Made of strong, industrial-quality PVC material; 
 Gun may be placed on the ground, only the butt is 

exposed;  
 “Gundom” can be carried in your pocket or gun case; 
 Cost is less than two boxes of cartridges! 

 
Also available as the ‘Greenie Gundom’ for hunting use: 
 

 Has all the features already described, but in Field 
Green colour, with black printing acting as ‘quasi-
camouflage’; 

 Extra heavy PVC material for field use. 
 

Scoped-rifle model available soon (Field Green only). 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

For further information or mail order sales contact Lionel Swift 
91 Vincent St Oak Park 3046   (Trade inquiries welcome.) 

ph/fax:  03 9306 7919  email:  lgswift@bigpond.com 

Clear Gundom: $10.00 (Incl. Grab Snatch & Take) 

“Greenie” Gundom:  $12.00   (Incl. Grab Snatch & Take) 
Plus postage:  $2.00 for 1, 2, or 3 units within 
Australia. 

(Free postage for 4 or more units) 

Disclaimer 
 

The articles, opinions, and sometimes unusual views expressed in Hammers Back 
are not necessarily those of the Editor, or the Vintagers (Order of Edwardian 

Gunners) Inc., and are not to be taken seriously. 
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